




History
 The concept behind A Chance 

To Grow was born in 1983 in a 

Phillips neighborhood kitchen 

through a group of parents looking 

for better treatment options for their 

special needs children. What they 

wanted were ways to dramatically 

change their children’s lives; what 

they needed were concrete ways to 

accomplish this ambitious task. For 

these parents, the best solutions not 

only produced positive results but 

these solutions were also affordable, 

accessible and sustainable in the long-

term. Responding to the needs of their 

children and those in other families, 

this group of parents researched and 

evaluated interventions, bringing the 

most promising ones together in one 

place and creating ACTG.

 A Chance To Grow and its New 

Visions Academy are jointly located 

in a community-learning center in 

Northeast Minneapolis. This center is 

the result of a successful $5 million 

capital campaign that transformed 

an empty sheet metal plant into a 

state-of-the-art 52,000 square foot 

facility serving children, youth and the 

community. With combined annual 

budgets in excess of $12 million 

dollars, more than 300 full and 

part-time employees and continued 

national recognition of its widespread 

accomplishments, ACTG continues 

to deliver innovative programs and 

the capacity to develop, manage and 

provide a series of programs that 

benefit children in need.

A Chance To Grow is dedicated to 

helping all children, particularly 

those with learning problems, 

developmental delays and brain 

injuries to reach their highest 

potential. ACTG provides 

several on-site auditory, vision, 

neurotechnology and out-patient 

rehabilitation clinics as well 

as home-based services for 

children. ACTG is also home to 

the Turnquist Child Enrichment 

Center and the Kretsch Family 

Brain Resource Library.

New 

Visions 

Academy 

is a 

licensed 

K-8 

public 

charter school serving nearly 230 students 

through the regular day, along with after 

school and summer programs that are 

designed to accelerate and maximize 

a child’s learning potential. NVA is 

committed to promoting multi-disciplinary 

programs and models to help parents and 

professionals serving students. The school 

promotes the importance and power 

of families working together with their 

surrounding communities to help their 

children.

A core program of ACTG, the Minnesota 

Learning Resource Center, is a national 

center in education and training that was 

established through appropriation by 

the Minnesota Legislature in 1999. The 

primary mission of MLRC 

is to train teachers and 

replicate practices developed 

and validated over the years 

that continue to successfully 

address the academic, 

behavioral, psychological 

and physical development of 

students today.

The Turnquist Child 

Enrichment Center 

encourages young children 

to be actively involved in 

the learning process as they 

experience a variety of developmentally 

appropriate activities and materials. The 

Turnquist CEC provides a stimulating 

environment which allows for growth for 

all young children in areas of development: 

cognitive, social, 

emotional, physical, and 

language skills.

The Kretsch Family 

Brain Resource Library 

was established by a 

devoted family who 

suddenly faced major, frightening decisions 

only days after a family member received a 

brain injury. This unique library is designed 

to provide the information needed to make 

informed decisions 

or explore new 

options about 

brain injuries 

and other 

developmental 

challenges. The 

Kretsch Library has well over 2,000 books 

and videos that address a multitude of 

topics including brain injuries, autism, 

learning disabilities, healthy diets and 

much more.

Home-Based Services provides children 

in need and their families with a variety 

of ACTG services within their home 

environment. Services are Medicare 

certified and include daily care by a 

Personal Care Attendant (PCA). Children 

receive help with exercises and therapies, 

nutrition and diet, and grooming. Licensed 

PCAs help family members administer 

medication and do household tasks.

The Neurotechnology Clinic of ACTG 

consists of two major, drug-free techniques 

used to improve brain function in children 

and adults. EEG Neurofeedback is a 

computer-based program that provides 

information about 

brain function to 

children in the form 

of a video game that 

supports learning and 

focus. Audio-Visual 

Entrainment uses the 

brain’s natural tendency 

to follow light and sound to reinforce 

healthy brain wave patterns.

The Vision Clinic provides 

numerous services to children 

including development and 

visual performance testing, 

dyslexia screening, eye exams, 

glasses and contact lens sales 

and visual therapy services. At 

ACTG,  licensed optometrists provide 

comprehensive exams that assess all visual 

skills.

The Auditory Clinic provides state-of-

the-art brain development therapies and 

hearing services that support children 

to reach their full potential. The clinic 

features Hemisphere-Specific Auditory 

Stimulation (HSAS) that is an auditory 

stimulation program developed in 

Denmark. It uses individualized music to 

stimulate the brain so that the auditory 

pathway can reach the maximum potential 

in receiving speech stimuli.

The Out-Patient Rehabilitation Clinic 

of A Chance To Grow takes a holistic, 

integrated approach that involves clients 

and their families in various evaluations 

and treatments of brain-related conditions. 

Certified and licensed physical therapists, 

occupational 

therapists, 

speech-

language 

pathologists, 

and registered 

nurses staff 

the clinic.

Dear Friends,
It has been over 25 years since A Chance To Grow was 

established by a group of parents in Minneapolis. The 

vision began to unfold as these parents met around a 

kitchen table looking for better treatment options for 

their children with brain injuries and developmental 

delays. In unprecedented fashion, that discussion 

created a non-profit organization that today 

provides a full continuum of services for children and young adults.

This annual report is just a snapshot of the incredible strides and achievements 

that have taken place since that kitchen “roundtable discussion.” Our programs and 

services are not confined to Northeast Minneapolis, but have an impact in Minnesota 

and 22 other states. Since 1983, nearly 60,000 children have benefited from A 

Chance To Grow and also New Visions Academy. Our nationally renowned Minnesota 

Learning Resource Center has trained over 3,000 teachers through mentoring 

services and workshops. Together, the combined operating budget for A Chance To 

Grow and New Visions Academy approaches nearly $12 million.

A Chance To Grow has become a symbol of 

compassion, education, service and innovation. 

All programs and services that we provide are proven, 

cost-effective and replicable. The programs and daily 

services that are described in this annual report have 

changed thousands of lives for the better. While our 

work continues to expand, the challenge is now to 

meet the rapidly growing needs of children who face 

obstacles that may seem to be insurmountable…but 

through A Chance To Grow…the children and their 

families learn that they can overcome challenges…

achieving goals with the support of others who care…

and grow as they realize their own true potential.

We also understand that we are in the midst of a difficult economic time locally, 

nationally and globally. The economic downturn has created challenges for all of us 

and it impacts our work on all levels. Families struggle to find affordable ways to help 

their children in need. A Chance To Grow is committed to making sure that we do 

everything to help these children continue to grow and achieve their full potential. 

As A Chance To Grow enters its 26th year of service, we continue to be grateful for 

the overwhelming support and generosity from individuals, civic groups, organizations, 

corporations and foundations. Our pledge is to be worthy and responsible stewards of 

such support. Together, we will continue to make a difference in the lives of children 

and their families who rely on our services. We thank you for your support today, now 

more than ever before.

Sincerely,

Bob DeBoer
Co-Director

Kathy DeBoer
Co-Director

Revenue 2008 = $6,028,485

Foundation/Corporate Contributions 9% Individual Contributions/
Special Event Income 2%

Program Revenue (Home-based services, Out-patient 
services, Clinics, MLRC, Child Care) 89%

Expenses 2008 = $6,139,477

Home-based Services 42%

Out-patient Services 10%Child Care Center 13%

Neurotechnology 1%

Vision Clinic 3%

MLRC 9%

Administrative 18%

Development / 
Fundraising 4%

Programs

Race For The Children
Each summer, A Chance To Grow and 

New Visions Academy presents the Race 

For The Children Grill-out and School 

Supply Drive. The afternoon includes a 

lunch buffet, silent auction and watching 

the horse races including a “Pick Six” 

event. In 2008, nearly $25,000 was 

raised in support of A Chance To Grow 

and New Visions Academy. 

ACTG Golf Classic
A Chance To Grow’s Golf Classic 

supports programs for children and 

young adults with developmental delays, 

learning difficulties and brain injuries. 

The 2008 Golf Classic raised over 

$70,000 in support for ACTG! 

A Chance To Grow

A Chance To Grow, Inc. (a Minnesota nonpro�t corporation) revenue by source and 
functional expenses from the audited �nancial report year ended June 30, 2008.

Fred Ojile
Chair, Board of Directors
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A Chance To Grow

A Chance To Grow promotes 

the maximum development 

of the whole child through 

innovative, individualized and 

comprehensive brain-centered 

programs and services. These 

services are educational, 

therapeutic, and rehabilitative 

in nature.

Purpose
Located in northeast 

Minneapolis, A Chance To 

Grow (ACTG) operates an 

array of innovative programs 

and provides services to 

help children achieve their 

full potential. Based on the 

needs of the whole child, 

ACTG has developed a series 

of proven, complementary 

programs centered on 

improving brain function 

and coordination, increasing 

academic achievement 

and providing high-quality 

education. This incorporates 

a special emphasis on closing 

the achievement gap among 

disadvantaged children, racial 

and ethnic minorities, 

and others.

Mission
Board of Directors

Fred Ojile, Chair

Howard Schneider, Secretary

Harold Crump

Bob DeBoer

Kathy DeBoer

Mary Barrick

John Kretsch

Jon Liss

Jim Orenstein

Elizabeth Pierce

A Chance To Grow, Inc.

new Visions Academy

1800 Second Street nE

Minneapolis, Mn 55418

A Chance To Grow: (612) 789-1236

new Visions Academy (612) 706-5590

Visit us on the web: www.actg.org

0r drop us an E-mail at: actg@actg.org

Race foR the chilDRen

Saturday, August 22, 2009 at 

Canterbury Park in Shakopee. 

actG Golf classic

 Monday, July 13, 2009 at The Wilds 

Golf Club in Prior Lake.

call (612) 706-5539 or 
e-mail adeden@actg.org for more information 

about either event.

Helping children reach their highest potential

Mark Your Calendar Now!




